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Hello Members and Friends.
On behalf of the TTRA and Friends of the TTRA our sympathy was extended
to Lord and Lady March of Goodwood when it was announced of the horrific
and frightening experience they endured when they were burgled in their
private quarters of Goodwood House.Thankfully, although it must have been a
terrifying experience they both managed to recover to some degree. Very
tragic to know that such beautiful artefacts and historical heirlooms were
stolen, again our sympathy goes to them.
Looking at my newsletter at this time last year there has not been much
difference in the start to 2016, again we have had lots of bad gales, flooding
and disruption to sailings.The Manannan Fastcraft from Liverpool crashed into
the harbour wall in Douglas due to systems control failure, The Isle of Man
Steam Packet told us they had made a Herculean effort to get back to some
sort of normal service, of course this all happened at Easter weekend, that
probably was not the thoughts of travellers. Still we must be grateful for small
mercies so they say….The Ben has now gone into dry dock for its overall
service. Back in May ready for the many 1000’s of visitors.
The 2016 Official TT Launch at the Villa Marina was on April 14th which is
always a knee jerk reminder that we must all get ourselves planning and
moving towards signing on and the 2 weeks of exciting racing, new teams
coming on board a great line up is promised so watch out for this.
In the case of the TTRA, the 38th milestone comes in for a repaint, cleaning
and polishing. Taking delivery of the special Science in Sport Electrolyte
Energy Drinks which is very welcomed and appreciated by the competitors.
This entails overall 950 carrier bags being filled with the 2 bottles of the Energy
drinks, instructions and a plastic drinking bottle with straw to enable the riders
to take a drink without removing their helmet. TT competitors, Manx Grand Prix
competitors and also the Classic Festival Riders are all catered for and receive
this free goodie bag. I am very grateful for assistance from Carole and Vin
Duckett who are there to assist with this mammoth job. Thank you.
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Past President Mick Chatterton takes the lead on the distribution of these bags each
practice day and the motto to the riders is “ safe racing” as they disappear to the
paddock with their goodie bag. A thank you must go to The Rob Vine Fund,
TT Supporters Club, Manx Supporters and MGPRA clubs for their contribution to the
cost which is very much appreciated and each have a self adhesive label with the
appropriate association displayed on the drinking bottle. The 38th milestone is the hub
for all and invariably always very busy. A meeting place for members from far and
wide, they all hone in knowing the kettle is always boiling, excited to talk about their
good days in the sport with nostalgia but also knowing how awesome the speeds of
today are and admiration goes to the current riders.
A big “ CONGRATULATIONS ” must go to one of our Past Presidents
Mr John Surtees on being honoured a third award C.B.E at Buckingham Palace, this
follows the MBE and the OBE, what an accolade for such a wonderful man and also
this is his 50th year for his first TT win and World Championship. A Congratulations
card was sent to John from you all and a very nice reply was received from him
personally to thank you, a true gentleman, as we all know.
The 2015 Annual General Meeting was held for the first time at the National
Motorcycle Museum – Pre the Annual Luncheon 11-11.30am, it was a great success
and thank you to all the TTRA/FoTTRA members who attended, it was a good
turnout and will be repeated at this venue on Wednesday October 26th 2016. Some
members who had not attended for many years due to not coming to the Island were
impressed to learn so much more about how hard the Committee work and how
much is done behind the scene.
The Luncheon commenced with its reputable and thrilling sounds of the new
President riding into the Banqueting Suite to the sounds of whichever bike he
chooses and to the roar from the crowds, for a newcomer to this occasion it must be
the most unexpected entrance seen. Our Compere for the 2015 Luncheon was
conducted by Charlie Williams and very much enjoyed with his usual calming
manner, style and panache. Thank you very much Charlie for the interviews with
members which highlights the event and makes for a very interesting insight to their
stories. The usual charismatic and flamboyant assistant Town Crier Barry who is
always a treat when he performs his various duties in musical style. Thank you for
keeping us all in order.
As usual the National Motorcycle Museum and the team involved serve us well and it
really makes the whole event such a thrill to organise with them and thank you for
allowing us to enjoy every minute with their hospitality and assurance of a good day
to remember.
PHOTOGRAPHS - Please have a look you maybe in there.
As you will have noticed we now provide a professional photographer moving around
the tables and if you care to look at the website there are some very good shots, if
you require to purchase copies please contact the Prestige Photographers who will
take your order. Email. info@prestigephotography.co.uk or 0121 733 6303
The event code for the 2015 is ttra 14411 all the photos appear.
Please have a look there are some super shots which will bring back many happy
memories and also for those of you who do not meet up with old rider friends you will
see them as they are now. If you have any problem, please do call me or the
Prestige Photographers and quote ttra 14411.
The Annual event is becoming an exciting day for many newcomers to the scene, thereby
widening the knowledge of what the true purpose of the TTRA is really about and opening the
doors to many generous people who have enjoyed the sport over the years and are keen to
be able to repay their gratefulness back to the TTRA Injured Riders Fund, 2015 was
exceptional for donations which we use to support the many members who approach the
TTRA for assistance, and there are many. Please remember if you do know of someone in
need, do not hesitate to let us know, via myself or a committee member. Every enquiry is
treated with confidence and diplomacy.
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Our new incoming President David-Madsen Mygdal enjoyed his day riding in on a
Honda Drixton 500cc Black Bomber, owned by Paul and Andy Gimbert. Dave has
won the best privateer 2 years running in the Classic TT on this machine.
He was very well surrounded by his family, friends and members. He delivered a very
good and interesting speech about life in the racing world which was always
supported 100% by his family, Stella and Dick attended all the IOM races where
possible. Sadly Richard was taken ill the day before the lunch and unable to attend
an event he would have been so proud of, he actually signed his self out of the
hospital but alas was too poorly to make it. There were lots of photo’s of David
wearing his very distinguished Chain of Office, so that was nice. Unfortunately
Richard passed away in December.

At this point of the newsletter, I would like to remind you all that we have great
supporters who assist financially with many aspects of the TTRA silently in the
background. Also offer great items for the Annual Auction, many thanks to all
the following and also many of you who drop items in on the day which are not
listed.
TTRA Patron John Sutton who has accepted the invitation to take his late
father Michael’s position and is happy to continue with the generosity in
supporting the postage costs for the delivery of the Newsletters.
TTRA Patron Kel Prince for supplying each member with name badges every
Annual luncheon for many years assisted by a TTRA Friend Bob Millichen.
Kel also recently donated the cost of the printing of the Newsletter for which
we are very grateful.
TTRA Patron Lord March – Goodwood. Who very kindly donates the much
sought after tickets for the Festival of Speed and The Revival days at
Goodwood. Also there are usually some special items to add on the day.
Honda – Neil Tuxworth (committee member) supplies BSB tickets which are
again much sought after.
Moto G.P from IRTA a big thank you to Mike Trimby who is always very
generous to the recipients when they attend the meeting.
Isle of Man Department of Motorsport - 2 VIP Hospitality Guest Tickets for a
race day at the TT which is very exciting and offers a variety of interest.
Richard and Sue Kingston who supply the Tickets for the Annual Lunch each
year which is very kind, we appreciate them.
The Table Plan set out and printed by Lynn Wright at Morton Media. This is
done in her own time. A great help and makes the seating arrangements a lot
easier for you all. Many thanks Lynn .(I remember the days when it was like a
bun fight and people moving tickets around),
Blackhorse Finance for their continued support supplying the attractive Table
Menu/Autograph cards.
National Motorcycle Museum generously give a contribution for the Auction of
1 night overstay Bed and Breakfast and a round of Golf at their lovely Windmill
Village Country Hotel and Golf Club.
Finally to Bonham’s Auctioneers, London for their generosity who make this
Auction a great event with a remarkable result on funds raised.
Thank you of course to all who were so generous with the bidding.
My apologies if I have missed anyone.
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DIARY NOTES…..
Friends of the TT Riders Association (FoTTRA) will be having their Annual Lunch in
the Isle of Man on Thursday August 25th 2016 held at the Mount Murray Golf Club.
Santon. Isle of Man. 12-30pm to 3-30pm. Everyone welcome. Smart casual.
Tickets £25 per head This includes a glass of wine/fruit juice on arrival. tickets must
be purchased in advance from Frances or at the 38th milestone.01624 843695
The TT Riders Association Annual Luncheon will be held on Wednesday October 26th
2016 at the National Motorcycle Museum, B’ham. All members and guests welcome.
Smart casual. Ticket only.

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the National Motorcycle Museum
prior to the Luncheon for both the TTRA and FoTTRA members only,
commencing 11am prompt (45 mins max). All documentation will be
forwarded in the next Newsletter September 2016.
UNDER THE CHEQUERED FLAG
James (Jimmy) Buchan. Scotsman from Perth passed away in March at the age of
81. He was born into a motorcycling family, his father rode in the Manx in the thirties
and his brother ran a motorcycle shop.
Jimmy found success early in his racing career in the 1955 Junior Clubmans TT.
Later that same year he entered his first MGP with immediate success with 4th in the
Junior and runner up in the Senior. But 1956 was to be Jimmy’s year as he
completed a victorious Manx double in both the Junior and Senior races. He received
a civic reception on his return to Perth. Jimmy then competed in the TT for a further
three years before then concentrating on his career as a journalist, later becoming
sports editor of the Daily Express based in Glasgow.
Eric Hinton who passed away in December at the age of 81 was part of the famous
Australian Hinton racing dynasty. Eric along with his elder brother Harry Jnr and
father Harry Snr virtually dominated Australian racing in the early to mid fifties.
Eric first travelled to Europe in1956 as a member of the Australian team for the TT as
his father had done before him. He then became a regular member of the
(continental circus) and rode until 1965 with a best finish of 5th in the 1957 Junior.
Julie Simmonds widow of 1969 125cc world champion David Simmonds passed
away last December after a long illness. Julie was around the race paddocks for
many years being a member of the famous Boddice sidecar family, the sister of our
past President - Mick Boddice.
Brian Richards Sadly passed away in January after a long battle with illness over
the past four years. Though best known in recent years as an entrant and sponsor of
many riders in classic events Brian had a long career as a competitor himself.
Starting with the 1961 MGP, then moving up to the TT from 1986 to 1988, before
concentrating on the Classic MGP until 1991.
Steve Murray passed away in February this year after a very long life in motorcycle
racing. He competed all over the world including Japan, the USA and Europe but it
was the TT that Steve was most associated with, incredibly competing from 1960
until 2000,scoring three 4th positions in the 125 class.
Terry Windle sadly passed away in September after a long struggle with cancer.
Though starting his racing career on a solo Terry soon switched to sidecars, building
his own outfit in his shed. Having seen Terry’s outfits other drivers were keen to
acquire one and over the next 40 years the Windle chassis became one of the most
successful outfits worldwide. Terry competed in eight TT’s between 1968 and 80’s.
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Richard (Dick) Madsen-Mygdal sadly passed away December 2015. His racing
career began in the early fifties riding his own Grey Flash and Black Shadow. He
rode the Black Shadow in the 1953 TT Clubman’s but unfortunately came off at
Brandywell after overtaking a back marker whilst in the lead (that was his excuse)
and spent the rest of the TT in Nobles Hospital. Dick retired from racing in 1959 to
start his Haulage business and to become a pub landlord
Merv Wright sadly passed away April in California aged 76 yrs. He was famously the
team manager of the world championship winning Texaco Suzuki team of 1976.
Merv emigrated from Derby in 1962 taking his Manx Norton with him and continued
his racing career in the States. In 1965 he returned to the UK to compete in the
Junior and Senior TT gaining a bronze replica for his efforts.
Eddie Johnson sadly passed away. He was a Tynsider and a founder member of
the very successful North East Motor Cycle Racing Club. Eddie’s first Isle of Man
appearance was in the 1958 MGP on an AJS followed by TT rides from 1962 to
1972. Eddie passed away from a heart attack after cycling with friends in January
aged 79.
Peter Russell Leics, sadly passed away early this year. He rode in the Sidecar TT in
1963 and 1964. Peter was recognised as successful on the English circuits in the
60’s
William (Bill) Corlett sadly passed away 2015 aged 85 yrs. Bill rode with the
New Zealand team in the 50’s.
George Hardwick competed in 7 TT races between 1973 and 1983 as a solo rider
before turning to sidecar racing where he became well known as a constructer of
some very unorthodox outfits.
John Blanchard passed away October 2015. He was a non member but is well
known, he raced in the 1966 TT. Finished with a 4th in the Snr and 6th in the Jnr.
Also 1966 Ulster GP finished 4th. John rode for Geoff Monty and Colin Seeley,
John Holder. Sadly passed away April this year. John started out with cycle
speedway then progressed to real speedway. After National Service he worked for
the great Harold Daniel in Forest Hill. He rode many short circuits and the MGP in
1958/60. He was one of the team who broke world records at Montlhery on M.L.G
R69 BMW and won the Thruxton 500 mile race in 1961 with Tony Godfrey on a
Triumph T120. He later rode his Manx Norton and AJS 7R in classic races on the
continent.
May all our many past members and great friends R.I.P
Families receive a card of Condolence from the TTRA where possible. And thank you
to members for informing me, I do rely upon you
Thinking of racing friends, members and families who have been big contributors to
our wonderful sport over the years, how much they were admired and now maybe
not in such good health, you will never be forgotten and you are in our thoughts and
in the many racing stories.
Again I repeat, please, if you know of any member who are in any difficulty where
perhaps we can help out, I plead with you to keep a look out and let us know.
Tributes and generosity from many families who arrange for the TTRA to benefit
from a sad loss of a loved one and also family friends. Many donations are received
from great supporters who have passed away and we receive donations in lieu of
flowers, this applies in some cases from families with no motorbike connections. I
cannot emphasise how touching a lot of these donations can be and on your behalf I
write to each family and explain why, where, and how we use our funds and our
purpose for the Riders Association now in its 65th year.
Charity Box Collections,
A tremendous thanks to everyone who assists with the collection boxes and this year
has excelled all expectations for donations. It is a great time taking effort and I can
assure you all it is very much appreciated by the committee and everyone involved.
race weeks, sky divers, walkers, dress down days in offices, special fundraising
events in the UK also. Special gardens at homes around the course are extremely
generous, as are our local community in the stores and shops. Each and every one
of you Thank you so much.
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If you wish to participate please call me and I will supply you with a collecting drum,
even in the UK. I have one in the kitchen for loose change a tidy way to collect.

Where are you now ? Mailshots returned.
Helmut Daehne- enquiry from some friends please contact – 01624 843695 (IoM)
Roger Winterburn - Leics.
R.F.Walker - Chesterfield.
Sandra Barnett – Evesham Worcs. Ted Friend – Weybridge,
Gordon Russell - Norwich.
James Ford – Macclesfield
Chris Moore - Derbyshire
Please remember to inform me of any changes of address to save postal wastage.

Welcome - New TT Rider Members
Basil Bevan – Gloucs. Tony Dawson – Sheffield. James Ellis Tyne and Wear.
Joe Faragher - Isle of Man. Leon Fitzpatrick – Edinburgh.
Robert Handcock – Gloucs. Daniel Harrison – Driffield.
Donald Kay – Ayrshire. Jeff Tansley – Derby. Adrian Thompson – Lincs.
Roy Tolan – Dublin. Trevor Wise – Rutland. Leics. Rick Walden – Australia.
Legacy.
It is with tremendous gratitude that we are receiving information regarding the
TTRA being included in wills from one or two members. Thank you for your
consideration and kind thoughts and generosity. The TTRA must never die.
THE AJS RAFFLE. GOOD LUCK EVERYONE. IT WILL BE DRAWN
FRIDAY 10TH JUNE AT THE GRANDSTAND SENIOR RACE DAY.

www.ttra.com
We are pleased to inform you that TT Riders Association website is going well, we
intend to keep it simple, interesting and informative as we rely solely on the kindness
of members of the TTRA and members who have joined our sister charity the Friends
of the TTRA (FoTTRA) to assist in this, each and everyone of them are generous
enthusiasts who want to help with the real cause of the TTRA. Help riders and their
close families and those who may need our help at some time in their life.
Our thanks goes to Bob Allison who is a Fottra member and has generously come
forward to assist with the website in his own spare time. If you have any contribution
contact Bob Allison or Frances.
The Committee would like to express their appreciation to Bob for all his untold hours
spent. Bob is a Life Member of the Friends and has produced this website as his
donation and pride at being a member of such a worthwhile Association. (his words).

Members must never be forgotten and to let them know we are thinking about
them.
Are you aware of any riders past or present who perhaps need some
assistance or even yourself if you are a member reading this.
All enquiries are treated with the uppermost diplomacy and discretion and
always considered.

ANNUAL TTRA LUNCHEON
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Hello Friends of the TTRA,
Hope you are all looking forward to the 2016 racing season. Please call in for your welcome
th
cuppa at the 38 Milestone we are open every evening Practice session and all day everyday
Race week.
The 3rd Annual Luncheon was held at the Mount Murray Hotel in the Isle of Man Manx
Practice week and was a great success with 90 members and guests attending being greeted
with a glass of wine or fruit juice and enjoying a delightful 3 course lunch.
Nigel Rollason conducted the event superbly giving the members and guests the chance to
hear Stan Dibben talking about some of the “on road battles between TT Riders”
Stan and Nigel through conversation found they had been involved in very similar paths
during both their racing careers for example;
Stan rode in the Barcelona 24 hour race on solos in the late 1950’s on a Velocette for Michael
Tomkinson.
Nigel rode for Tomkinson in 1970 to 1973.
Stan worked for BSA Motorcycles in the early 50’s. Nigel worked at BSA from 1966 to 1971.
Stan rode in the Manx Grand Prix in the 1950’s Nigel rode in the MGP from 1968 to 1971
Stan rode as a sidecar rider on sidecars in the TT. Nigel rode a sidecar in TT practice 1972
and then competed on sidecars regularly from 1974 until 1987
Fottra members enjoyed the banter and wished they could have heard more.
There was a Tombola with 3 winners raising £320, so thank you to all who contributed.

THE 4th ANNUAL FOTTRA LUNCH WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 25th AUGUST

2016
Please note it is on Thursday which was suggested because of the Classic weekend starting
at the Grandstand on the Friday and a few members could not attend last year because they
were needed with the bikes.
The same Venue, Mount Murray Golf Club, Santon. Tickets must be purchased in advanced
at £25 per head including a glass of wine/fruit juice on arrival. Followed by a 3 course lunch.
Tickets can be applied for by post from Frances at Mountain View, Glen Maye, IM5 3BJ or
th
alternatively at the 38 Milestone, Grandstand.Douglas
Hope to see you there,
As Fottra members I am happy to tell you that we have had new members join us and with
the help of fundraising events Fottra presented the TTRA with a cheque for the sum of
£10,000 at the Annual Luncheon at the National Motorcycle Museum last October. It was nice
to see so many Fottra members attending what is the highlight on anyone’s calendar.
If you wish to discuss fundraising, please feel free to give me a call.There are many ways to
aspire to raising funds for the Injured Riders.

The AGM for FoTTRA was held with the TTRA prior to the Annual Lunch and was a great
success, it was encouraging to see some of you there, it gives you a chance to learn more
about us and what we do. You the Friends are very much a big part of the Association and if
you have any friends or family who are interested enough in our purpose they are always
st
welcome to join 1 payment £40 and 4 years x £40 then a Full Life member. Or 1 payment of
£200 and become a Full Life member immediately..
AJS Motorcycle Raffle.
th
Good luck to you all, it will be drawn at the Grandstand on Friday 10 June - Senior Race
Day.
New Fottra Members.
We are very pleased and grateful to you hoping you will enjoy being a part of the TT Riders
Association and become involved with our commitment to riders who for whatever reason
sometimes do need help along the way. We care as long as is required.
Joan Thornton – Douglas, Isle of Man
Steven Potts – Cranwell. Lincoln
Pamela M.Flaxman – Greasley, Wirral.
Carolyn Packer – Moreton-in-Marsh
Judith Alcock – Newark – Notts
John Packer –
Moreton-in-Marsh
Tom Gustavson – Caterham. Surrey.
.

Sorry to learn that Mr Rob Hall, Kettlebrook,Tamworth has passed away, he was a good
supporter of the Association in general and attended the Annual Lunch many years with
Sue and Dick Kingston.

PLEASE WILL YOU MAKE A NOTE OF THE AGM WHICH WILL BE HELD PRIOR TO THE
LUNCHEON IN BIRMINGHAM at 11am. All details will be in the next newsletter in
September.

Hope you all enjoy the 2016 racing. If you are in the Isle of Man for the TT or MGP period try
th
and visit the 38 Milestone at the rear of Grandstand area. “ The Place to Meet.” And enjoy
the company. We are at the back of the Grandstand and on the Green. Red Building with all
the appropriate signs and flags flying for you..

Sincerely
Frances Thorp
Hon Secretary
Friends of the TT Riders Association.

